The Mystery of the Secret Letters
A story summary for children aged 10
There are two different stories beginning to unfold in these mysterious letters. Both involve secret messages, photography and people who seem to be hiding something!
Part 1: Sarah and the mysterious photographs
Sarah is a famous actress who is preparing for an important theatre performance. She is hoping to persuade Prince Albert to allow her theatre company to take their show to London.
Unfortunately, things are going wrong. Six photographic plates have broken in just two months, and the latest one contains a beautiful portrait of Sarah that was supposed to be displayed at the theatre.
Sarah writes to her photographer, Francois, asking him to rescue the photograph and investigate why the plates keep breaking.
She also tells him something exciting: she has discovered secret coded messages hidden in newspaper advertisements! She has started learning how to crack the codes herself and challenges Francois to decipher one of her messages.
Francois replies that the photograph cannot be saved, but he has a new type of photographic film that might solve the problem. He invites Sarah to have another photograph taken.
He also reveals that he has discovered a particularly unusual coded message in the newspaper. He promises to bring it along so they can investigate it together.
What could this mysterious message contain? And why is it different from all the others?
Part 2: Eli's dangerous secret
A second mystery involves a student called Eli, who is studying mathematics at the Institute.
Eli is struggling financially because the money he receives for teaching isn't enough to live on. To earn extra money, he has taken a job with an agency, secretly photographing employees who are stealing money from their workplace.
However, Eli isn't happy about this work. He agrees with his university department that spying on people in this way isn't really what he wants to do.
He writes secretly to Professor Vandiver, asking for advice about finding a better way to earn money without giving up his studies.
But there is another intriguing detail. Eli suspects that one of the girls working at Marcy's might actually be the Dean's daughter!
Meanwhile, Professor Bull writes to Eli on behalf of the Dean. The university is unhappy about his secret job and orders him to stop immediately and concentrate on his research.
Is Eli's job connected to something bigger? Why is he secretly taking photographs? And what does the Dean's daughter have to do with it?
What do we know so far?
Photographs are important to both stories.
Secret codes are being used to hide messages.
Several people appear to be keeping secrets.
There are unanswered questions that we need to investigate.
Your mission as detectives!
As you read and decipher more letters, look out for clues:
1. Why are so many photographs being damaged?
2. What is unusual about the secret message Francois has discovered?
3. What is Eli really investigating?
4. Who is the Dean's daughter, and why might she be important?
5. Could the two stories be connected?
Remember: Not everything is as it first appears. Read carefully, crack the codes and see if you can uncover the truth!

